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Mr Boris Tadić
General Secretariat of the President of the Republic of Serbia

Andrićev venac 1, 

11000 Beograd, Serbia
Strasbourg, 21 October 2008
Dear Mr President,

Stray animals in Serbia
I am writing to you on behalf of the European Parliament's Intergroup on the Welfare and Conservation of Animals regarding the repeated cruelties and killings perpetrated against stray animals in Serbia. 

Over the last years, the ill-treatment and the massacre of stray animals in different parts of Serbia have caused a general outrage around the world. Several information sources have reported that private persons and the public authorities kill thousands of dogs and cats in an attempt to decrease the populations of stray animals.  
Such undertakings are against article 269, paragraph 2, from the Criminal Code of Serbia, which states that 'anyone who uses cruelty against animals or kills animals contrary to the law of veterinary standards must be punished for up to three years of prison. This law seems not to be implemented by the authorities. 

We appeal to you to make sure that public authorities find a humane solution to the man-made problem of strays. According to our sources, some mayors of Serbian cities have already started neutering campaigns for strays in collaboration with animal welfare organizations but such campaigns should be carried out in all places where there are major problems with stray animals. 
In this context we would also strongly urge you to introduce an Animal Protection Law. Together with Albania and Bosnia-Herzegovina, you are among the last Member States of the Council of Europe without a specific Law on Animal Protection. This results in a higher level of animal mistreatments. Tolerating cruelty to animals leads to ignoring various behaviour patterns related to aggression towards humans, psychopathological phenomena and domestic violence.
 
The respect of animal protection is also part of the acquis communautaire. As a potential candidate to join the European Union it is therefore in your interest to improve the welfare conditions of all animals in your country.

The Intergroup looks forward to your reply.  
Sincerely,

Neil Parish

President of the Intergroup
Caroline Lucas MEP
Janusz Wojciechowski MEP
�











