Kent Against Live Exports (KALE)
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"I never give them hell. I just tell the truth and they think it's hell."
· Harry Truman
Mailing Address:  The Sheiling, London Road, Sholden, Deal, Kent CT14 0AD.

Newsline: 01304 – 204688
 (Newsline normally updated each Sunday evening; more regularly during every shipment as data gathered)

Web Site:  http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~kale/
PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

- Monday 14th September 2009 2120hrs

Question: How far do live animal exporters go ?

Answer – they go very, very low indeed.

KALE is dismayed at the level to which live animal dealers, exporters and hauliers will sink in an attempt to continue their sordid trade in animal suffering.

On 1st September 2009, an Amsterdam based haulier attempted to transport ‘products’ through the port of Dover, Kent to the French port of Calais.  

The ‘load’, which was declared to Uk port and ferry operating officials as refrigerated, ‘boxed meat’, actually turned out to be 320 live sheep.  

As if conditions for live animals undergoing long distance transport across the EU are not bad enough, all of these sheep had been loaded into a single refrigerated truck trailer in a blatant but obvious attempt to decieve all the authorities who undertake to control the trade.

KALE suspect that this is not the first time in recent weeks that an attempt has been made to evade the authorities and get Uk livestock into mainland Europe.  Kent livestock markets have been circulating rumours for several weeks now that animals were being shipped to Europe from the Uk on a regular basis.  Despite attempts by animal welfare organisations to further investigate how and where this has been happening, no firm evidence was found.  

Regarding the incident of 1st September, it was only through the vigilance of the crew on the P&O vessel ‘Pride of Dover’ that the trade in actual live animals and not boxed meat was discovered.  Concerned crew alerted the captain of the vessel regarding the consignment, who then took decisive action and refused permission for the truck to disembark at Calais.  Instead, the vehicle was shipped back to Dover where it was immediately handed over to officers of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) for further investigations.  

KALE are currently aware that the incident has now been further passed to KentTtrading Standards (KTS), who have the ability to undertake a full investigation into the shipment and to prosecute where necessary.

KALE have many concerns regarding this incident of 1st September; concerns which may also be attributable to other alleged recent shipments of livestock from the Uk, possibly undertaken in identical or very similar circumstances.  

These include:

· The fact that live animals were actually being transported when refrigerated, ‘boxed meat’ was intentionally being declared on export documentation,

· This trade in live animals, as opposed to refrigerated meat, would have potentially many more ramifications regarding the transmission of several (livestock) diseases across EU international borders,

· The blatant attempt by all parties involved with this shipment to decieve both Uk and mainland european customs officials that by transporting refrigerated animal carcasses and not live animals, EU animal welfare and disease control standards could be much more easily avoided,

· That the carrier ferry operator, (P&O Ferries), who had previously made it very clear that they would have no involvement in the live export (of animals) trade to mainland Europe, have now been blatantly deceived by perpetrators involved with this and possibly, other past shipments carried on their vessels in recent times,

· The fact that there was a blatant attempt by those involved with this shipment to transport 320 live animals from the Uk to mainland Europe in a vehicle trailer which was specifically designed only for carrying refrigerated meat rather than that for live animals. Carriers of livestock have to adhere to high welfare and ventilation standards in accordance with existing EU ‘protection of animals during transport’ legislation; - Council Regulation (EC) No. 1/2005 of 22 December 2004 refers.  The fact that 320 live animals were carried on one single tier within a completely unventilated ‘box’ refrigerated trailer for many miles is simply beyong belief.

With regard the incident now being investigated by both Uk DEFRA and Kent Trading Standards (KTS), KALE demand that the perpetrators of this sordid abuse of live animals now be prosecuted by whatever means to send a clear message that inflicting this kind of suffering on live animals will not be tolerated within the EU.  Despite many incidents having been ‘investigated’ by KTS in relation to live animal exports in recent years, to which KALE feel there was overwhelming evidence for prosecution, KTS have never prosecuted.  KALE now hope that the evidence of this case will see action by KTS.

KALE is further requesting that Dr. Caroline Lucas MEP, Green Party member for the South East, Uk Green Party Leader and also the Vice-President of the cross-party Animal Welfare EU Intergroup, will use this incident as further justification as to why new EU legislation regarding live animal transportation needs to be introduced across the entire EU at the earliest possible opportunity.

KALE pay tribute to the crew of the P&O ‘Pride of Dover’ for their attentiveness and actions in relation to the incidents of 1st September.  “It was because of their actions on the Channel crossing that 320 live animals were discovered rather than 320 dead, suffocated animals somewhere between Calais and their eventual destination”, a KALE spokeperson stated.

KALE trust that Animal Health, DEFRA and Kent Trading Standards now combine and take all the necessary actions to very severely punish all parties involved with this sordid business; a blatant attempt to lie and decieve to those who are in a position to act regarding enforcing international animal welfare legislation.
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