Welcome to Autumn Winter 2009 newsletter for SOS for Serbian Animals
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These pictures broke my heart and I hope it doesn’t upset you too much but this is the awful reality for mothers and puppies in Serbia.  I am therefore dedicating this newsletter to the mothers and puppies who live and die on the streets of Serbia.

To me as a mother and grandmother of 6, it is particularly heartbreaking to see these mother dogs with no hope, starving and unable to feed their puppies.  There is nothing so strong as mother love and with dogs it is just the same.  These poor females have no choice but to become pregnant time after time and watch their puppies die- this is why our neutering programme is so important.

There have been several slightly encouraging meetings with the Mayor of Nis, at least there is some communication now. The authorities know they have a huge problem but unfortunately they still insist on sorting it out by killing all the dogs. They believe that eventually this will stop the problem.  It won’t!  It has been proved time and time again that the only solution is to neuter not kill.  The other problem with the Serbian Authorities is that they will not tolerate dogs on the streets so even if the dogs are neutered and vaccinated they cannot be returned to a local community.  In other countries in the world the neuter and release programme has proved to be effective in reducing the number of stray dogs.
Mothers and puppies are being abandoned at an alarming rate, they are being dumped at the shelter or set free in the countryside, they are being injured on the roads and treated as nothing but discarded rubbish!  Jelena is under constant pressure as people use the shelter as a place to pass on their responsibilities. Most of the dogs that are owned are just tied up in the back yard and when people get fed up of them they either shoot them or abandon them.  One dear old collie dog was dragged by a piece of rope for several miles to the shelter in the heat of a hot summer’s day by his owner who just said “so that I don’t have to shoot him with the pig gun”. Here he is on his arrival at the shelter, but now at least he can end his days in peace and have a bit of love.  He is now off the chain by the way, probably for the first time in his 12 years of life.

Dear old Ben, wouldn’t you want to give him a big cuddle
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*********************************************************************

Thanks to dear friends Animal Care Austria we have seen the 100th dog adopted into a good home.  Also many cats and kittens have made it to loving homes in Austria.  This is an amazing achievement and it brings hope to all the dogs at the sanctuary.  Not all with find a home but a lucky few will and it is the individual animals that are important. 
 Do you remember the story of the person who was throwing jelly fish back into the sea and there were thousands of jelly fish.  Someone stopped to say that this wasn’t making any difference and the reply was “It makes a difference to THIS jelly fish”
With the help of you our wonderful supporters and my EBay shop – Tail Wags Shop – http://stores.ebay.co.uk/Tail-Wags-Shop we continue to make a difference for the dogs and cats in Nis.  I send out an average of 400 euros each month which is used to buy food, build shelters and kennels, some for neutering and urgent veterinary treatment.  There is always so much to be done.  So my thanks and blessings to you all, to Jelena for her tireless dedication and to Claudia and Renate from the Austrian Group for all the support they give.

“Better to light one candle than to curse the darkness” – Gandhi
With love and blessings, Jean
SOS for Serbian Animals – www.serbiananimals.plus.com

For the mothers and puppies of Nis, Serbia, some who have made it to wonderful homes, some who have never had a chance in life.

Light a candle if you can and think of them and celebrate the animals we have saved and remember the ones we couldn’t.
[image: image4.jpg]



Dogs with carer

The following pages are of just a few  of the animals who are in their forever homes in Austria.

These are the pictures that give hope to everyone involved with the shelter in Nis, Serbia.
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SOS for Serbian Animals Christmas cards 
To help raise money for food for the dogs and cats in the harsh Serbian winter.

A special card to send to a special person
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Card measures 18x12 cm and this is the caption inside.

Cards cost £2.50 each including postage.
Please send cheque for this amount made payable to Harborough Animal Concern to

Jean Bird, 7 Cedar Close, Kibworth Beauchamp, Leicestershire LE8 0HY.

Or visit my Ebay Shop – http://stores.ebay.co.uk/Tail-Wags-Shop

