Serbian Animals Voice       - The dog is a gentleman; I hope to go to his heaven, not man's.

~ Mark Twain, letter to W.D. Howells, 2 April 1899
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Dear Caroline,






Sunday 11th October, 2009.

I write to you both as an EU (British) citizen, and as you are also aware, the founder of ‘Serbian Animals Voice’,  hereafter referred to as ‘SAV’.

I would request your immediate attention and also that of the EU Animal Welfare Intergroup, of which you are President, in relation to the current situation of which I am informed at Vardariste street dog pound, Skopje, Republic of Macedonia.
I am fully aware that Macedonia is not an existing member state of the European Union, but am also aware that EU accession is an aim of the Republic of Macedonia in the near future.  I am also informed that EU budget funding of approximately 100,000 Euros a year are allocated directly to the municipality of Vardariste, which is located in Skopje.

I trust that with this financial link between Vardariste, Skopje and the EU, consideration will seriously be taken of the information which is provided in the following link:

http://serbiananimalsvoice.wordpress.com/2009/10/09/macedonia-exposed-the-alleged-wonderful-conditions-at-vardariste-animal-pound-via-eu-funding-of-10000-euros-a-year-we-demand-eu-intervention-now-to-stop-this-terrible-abuse-of-animals-par/
I deeply hope that you will fully read the content of this (above) article which provides information on the treatment of street animals which are continually rounded up and taken to the pound at Vardariste.  The above article also provides a series of very recent photographs (05/09/09) showing the conditions in which the animals are held at the pound prior to being killed.

Concerns which I have, acting on behalf of an animal welfare NGO regarding this pound include:

· Animal welfare volunteers involved with the pound have been threatened if they continue recounting the regular happenings at the facility to anyone, as the  workers/sanitarnaya inspecktsia are allegedly “clearly afraid of the EU finding out”
· a potential scam which involves the very regular ‘selling off’ of  ‘Eukanabia’ Dog food for around half its market value; this food originally being destined solely for the nutrition of dogs incarcerated at the pound; their only potential source of food
· the current ‘death rate’ for animals held at the Vardariste pound is a staggering 97% - I understand that all cats are killed immediately
· with costs of around 300 Macedonian to inject a dog (ie. to kill it) with soap or other lethal substances, and 1400 Macedonian to sterilise an animal, then one can draw one’s own conclusions to which cheaper option is always being taken by the authorities – that of ‘kill not sterilise’
· the local press and media, which are largely government controlled, are informing of the ‘wonderful conditions’ at the pound facility.  I would suggest that inspection of the photographs provided in the above SAV link would suggest otherwise; conditions are far from ‘wonderful’, they are disgusting

· most Vardariste citizens are unable to get into, or be allowed into the facility to feed the dogs now as the head of Vardariste has taken action to close it to all visitors on Saturdays between the hours of 9am-12 noon, the day and time when most visitors would attend

· the pound facility is now only opened for animal adoption on each Friday between 9am and 12 noon; a period when almost everyone who would visit on Saturday is working ! – this arrangement drastically reduces the numbers of animals which could potentially be adopted or more cared for by local citizens

This situation is allegedly a perfect one for the Vardariste authorities, especially as they are being funded to the tune of 100,000 Euros a year by the European Union to do exactly what they wish to do with the animals; which as stated above means killing around 97% of them !
Regarding the above points (bulleted) of which I (at SAV) have had a lot of correspondence, it is felt by many european and also Balkans animal welfare caring citizens that both the EU Animal Welfare Intergroup and the EU Parliament in general now need to immediately intervene and stop this funding to Vardariste as a primary concern.   Even if EU funding is not to be stopped, many feel that much more should be done by the authorities to put adequate (EU provided) funding into at a very minimum, decent living facilities and food for animals at the pound.

Decisions on future funding to Vardariste may need to be supported by the EU in the form of an investigative delegation (ie. from Legal Affairs DG Sanco) who would visit the alleged ‘wonderful conditions’ at Vardariste pound, and ascertain exactly what is being done with the EU budget funding to the region and where it is being spent.  Animal welfare is obviously missing out on all EU funding.

I request the EU delegation to fully inspect the welfare conditions of animals at the Vardariste pound and others in the municipality; including the checking of records detailing the numbers of animal adoptions, individual sterilisations, and for the  numbers of animals killed.  I stress that this EU inspection would include data for both dogs and cats (Canine / Feline).
Serbian Animals Voice and other EU member state citizens feel strongly that immediate, detailed animal welfare instructions need to be given at length to the Vardariste pound authorities.  We also suggest that consideration of legal action needs to be taken by the EU against the authorities of Vardariste, which includes the Mayor of Skopje, in relation to the direct treatment of animals in their city / region.  This legal action may simply be in the form of withdrawing funding to Vardariste; it may involve a review of future Macedonian EU accession as a state.
For your information and that of the EU Animal Welfare Intergroup and all EU MEP’s who we hope will be involved with these future, urgently required Macedonian investigations, we provide the following links:

Skopje City Website:   http://www.skopje.gov.mk/EN/DesktopDefault.aspx?tabindex=0&tabid=1
Skopje Mayor contact information:  gradonacalnik@skopje.gov.mk
Link / Biography: http://www.skopje.gov.mk/EN/DesktopDefault.aspx?tabindex=0&tabid=142
President of the Council of the City:  Irena.Miseva@t-home.mk, 

 Other city officials contact details:

Public Relations:  mediumi@skopje.gov.mk,  gragjani@skopje.gov.mk
International relations: meri.kostovska@skopje.gov.mk,  lovren.markic@skopje.gov.mk,  mirjana.apostolova@skopje.gov.mk
SAV have recently published on their site details of animal welfare procedures which have been undertaken by the authorities of Leskovac City in the Republic of Serbia.  This can be seen at:  http://serbiananimalsvoice.wordpress.com/2009/10/02/serbia-leskovac-city-makes-fantastic-model-authority-to-no-kill-animal-control-programmes/
Leskovac City is to be congratulated for its forward thinking about stray and roaming animal welfare, but most importantly for their tackling the problems of animal numbers in the correct (No Kill programme) way.

The ‘No Kill’, sterlisation, vaccination, microchipping and visible  identification strategy is a fundamental way of reducing future animal overpopulation numbers in any location.  Responsible animal ownership is just as important, if not even more so, as from our correspondents within the Balkans, we regularly see that it is often owned but roaming animals, ie. those which do have an owner, but which are not sterilised, and which are turned out onto the streets each day by their owners, which are very much the cause for the huge numbers of unowned strays which result; the same animals which end up continually in pounds such as that which we are now witnessing at Vardariste.

We consider that the ‘Leskovac model’ defined in our article above should act as a future animal number control strategy for all authorities across the entire Balkans who have large numbers of animals to deal with.

Good public education, combined with a programme of animal sterilisation, for both owned and non owned animals, mostly funded from the authority budget, is the only way forward.    Whilst seeming initially expensive to undertake, tise funding by authorities will eventually drastically reduce the amount of manpower required to continually round up animals from the streets.  It will eventually largely eliminate the need for large, municipal pounds, along with the overheads relating to staff and other costs for their upkeep.  Most importantly, those owned animals will not be in a postion to reproduce with un-sterilised owned animals out on the streets every day, as they currently do, hence continually causing the problems of animal overpopulation.

Animals which are sterilised, vaccinated, microchipped (if owned but a roaming animal) and given a visible ident tag (ear tag) to show that these procedures have been undertaken will then eliminate any need for these animals ever to be captured and taken to city pounds again.  The ear tag will identify that the animal is sterilised and cannot reproduce; and should the situation occur where the animal is causing a disturbance, then once captured and scanned, the microchip would provide full details of the owner (if there is one on an established database) with whom further action can then be taken by the authorities.

In the longer term, No kill sterilisation, vaccination, microchipping and visible identification tagging is the only way for Balkans authorities to ever reduce street animal numbers, whilst at the same time, saving municipal money in the long term.

I request that the EU supports this kind of programme for all nations of the Balkans, and that they make this approach clear for future population control of animals to all governments and authorities at every possibility they have.

The current animal welfare situation witnessed in very many parts of the Balkans regions by NGO’s such as ‘Serbian Animals Voice’  is completely unacceptable to a modern Europe Union member state, a ‘Model’ Europe, and a No kill sterilisation, vaccination, microchipping and visible identification programme is certainly what should be expected of all / any nations requiring future accession to become an EU member state.

I trust that my views and information / evidence provided above will be considered by the EU Animal Welfare Intergroup and any Members of the European Parliament (MEP’s) when considering future accession member state partners from the Balkans.  

I trust that I will be informed of its findings and opinions in the very near future.

Yours faithfully

Mark Johnson

Founder – ‘Serbian Animals Voice’ - http://serbiananimalsvoice.wordpress.com/ 
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The Alleged ‘Wonderful Conditions’ at Vardariste Pound, Macedonia  - 5th September 2009.
http://serbiananimalsvoice.wordpress.com/
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