Serbian Animals Voice       - The dog is a gentleman; I hope to go to his heaven, not man's.

~ Mark Twain, letter to W.D. Howells, 2 April 1899
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United Kingdom








E Mail: xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
14th  December 2009

Dear Commissioner,  

Animal welfare concerns in Macedonia and other Balkans states 

I am writing as the founder of a NGO which campaigns for the improved welfare of stray animals (dogs and cats) throughout the Balkans states.  I am an EU citizen of British nationality, based in Kent, England.

The organisation which I represent is ‘Serbian Animals Voice’ - http://serbiananimalsvoice.wordpress.com/
On a daily basis, I am being informed by both Balkans animal welfare campaigners and also by concerned Balkans citizens, of the immense suffering caused to stray animals throughout the entire Balkans region.  My NGO has literally hundreds of photographs in its archives supporting this.  I attach just a few for your review to support my statement.

The situation in Skopje, Macedonia is of great concern.  The strays holding facility at Vardariste, Skopje, is a typical example.  Dogs taken from the streets and held initially at this facility are being killed there brutally every single day.  The ‘killing rate’ of the facility is approximately 90%, although the authorities declare more like 60%.

The Vardariste holding facility is currently opened for six hours each week to allow visitors to view and potentially adopt dogs.  But the holding facility opening times are only during normal work hours for many citizens; as such, they never get the chance to visit.  The authorities who run the holding facility do not wish to have any cooperation with Macedonian animal welfare / protection organisations wishing to obtain evidence on the conditions, facilities and documented records of animals which pass through Vardariste.  Volunteers who worked at the facility are not allowed to take cameras in with them; they are searched prior to entering the facility and accompanied throughout during their visits.    Volunteers at the facility who have reached the end of their current contracts are not allowed to undertake new ones; effectively they are banned any form of entrance to the facility.

The authorities who run the holding facility at Vardariste appear to wish and do everything witin their power to keep the daily procedures and animal handling practices at this establishment very well hidden, both from the public and from animal welfare volunteers who are gradually being denied access.  Requests for public information by animal welfare organisations from the authorities who govern the holding facility at Vardariste have always been met with nothing in return.  Basically, the public are being denied access to public information which is their right to obtain and be provided with.
According to evidence and photographs which have been provided to my NGO,  the facilities at Vardariste, Skopje, are utterly and completely inadequate for animals, and result in terrible suffering and eventual death for the dogs that this faclility is allegedly supposed to be helping.  Helping in what way ? - is a 90% death rate for dog sat the facility  ‘helping’ ?

Also, there appears to be no real understanding by either local authorities or national governments about animal population numbers control using national sterilisation programmes.  My NGO has always attempted to promote the following with regard stray animals taken from the streets:

·  local authority / government run and funded sterilisation programme for each and every animal which arrives at the holding facility

· Vaccination for all animals against disease

· Microchipping for all animals.  This to include the microchipping of all owned ‘pet’ animals within authority borders in order that owners can immediately be traced and prosecuted should ‘their’ animal be found wandering uncontrolled on the streets.  Please note – many ‘stray’ animals are in fact owned animals who DO have an owner, but owners who are irresponsible enough to accept sterilisation of their animals but who are quite happy to simply turn them out onto the streets every day, to mate with other un-sterilised animals and add yet more unfortunates to the ever increasing ‘stray’ numbers found in towns and cities.  Stryas which die of  hunger, cold, heat, disease, attacks and abuse by humans. 

· The fitting of an easily identifiable tag (ie. ear tag bright red in colour) on the animal to identify to authorities that the animal in question has been sterilised, vaccinated and microchipped, and as such, cannot therefore be responsible for the increasing numbers of stray animals which the authorites always moan about but apart from killing, do little to try and rectify.

· An authority run public education programme providing information on the benefits to all citizens of responsible animal (pet) ownership and sterilisation.

 

Whilst I recognise that the Commission has a limited influence on this issue, especially in countries outside the existing EU, I would remind you that Macedonia is recognised as a potential candidate nation for EU membership.  I would like to ask the Commission to ensure that improved animal welfare standards are integral to ongoing dialogue with Macedonia.

The above views by authorities and governments could be attributed to almost all towns and cites throughout every Balkans state.  It was because of the terrible treatment of and conditions edured by Balkans stray animals that my NGO was originally founded.  The EU has a chance to set parameters for animal welfare standards in the Balkans when states such as Macedonia, Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and others apply for EU accession.  

On behalf of existing EU member state citizens, of which there are very many with concerns about animal welfare conditions throughout the  Balkans, I ask you please to do everything within your power to ensure that better standards are implemented by accession seeking states prior to their membership of the European Union.  

I have recently even established a petition to (EU) Commissioner Olli Rehn, Member of the European Commission responsible for Enlargement,  requesting the implementation of democracy and the rule of law for all animal welfare issues within Balkans states at all times prior to their EU Accession. The petition can be viewed in full at :  

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/EU-Investigate-Balkans-Animal-Welfare

We have expressed our concerns to the Enlargement Commissioner, that even when provided with evidence clearly showing extreme animal abuses, nothing with regard investigation and prosecution is being followed up by the Balkans authorities to press charges; to enforce (the) often existing national animal welfare legislation.  In Serbia for example, the Public Attorney appears to be dismissing all evidence provided by animal welfare campaigners; instead, they (the campaigners) themselves are being accused of obstructing the Public Attorney from getting on with their legal work.  Is this the ‘rule of law’ Commissioner Rehn means with regard future EU membership ?

I am aware that my concerns for lack of animal welfare legislation enforcement in the Balkans is also backed by EU institutions such as the Eurogroup for Animal Welfare; especially Dr. Caroline Lucas MEP,  the Uk Green Party Leader, President of the EU Animal Welfare Eurogroup and also MEP for the South East of England; who I know has contacted you about this very same issue as recently as 30th November 2009.

I trust that you will review my concerns along with those of Dr. Lucas MEP / the EU Animal Welfare Eurogroup and that you will act accordingly for both the animals of all Balkans states and with respect for the many existing EU member state citizens who express their worries to me about the lack of Balkans government / authorities animal welfare concerns for any proper and humane stray / roaming animal population control management on a daily basis.  EU citizens are disgusted about this blatant and ongoing animal abuse in the Balkans.  You as EU Commissioner are a representative of existing ‘eurocitizen(s)’ and hold position to do something about it prior to these states becoming EU members; I ask you, please do it.

I am copying this letter to Commissioner Ferraro-Waldner, to ask that she raises this issue and presses for higher animal welfare standards as part of the EU's external relations with both Macedonia and all other Balkans states currently seeking EU accession.

 

I very much look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience on this exceedingly important matter.  If it were human life being destroyed in the Balkans, you would act immediately.  So why the delay with the destruction of other sentient bein life ? 

Wishing you a very enjoyable Christmas and new year in 2010.

Yours sincerely

Mark Johnson;

Founder – Serbian Animals Voice,

Kent, England, Uk.

 

CC: Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner 
http://serbiananimalsvoice.wordpress.com/
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