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OPEN LETTER..

To: The Hon. Kate Jones, MP Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability.

The Fraser Island dingo deserves to be protected, especially in a World Heritage National Park, but it is
apparent that the governments focus is the tourist dollar and not the preservation of the flora and fauna of the
Island. Dingo packs cannot sustain current management practices indefinitely. The demise of the dingo is
inevitable if the Qld. Government continues to ignore the concerns of residents, scientists and researchers.

The practice of ear-tagging puppies under 12 months of age has been determined by "best science" to be
detrimental to the pack and to the survival of the animal.[1] If ,as you claim, animals of this age group are the
main cause of "incidents” then this only proves that the social structure of the family group has broken down
leading to undisciplined behaviour by these juveniles, and also suggests that you are currently culling
puppies. These tags cause infections and deformed ears and are totally inappropriate as a form of
Identification.[1] Is a tourist actually expected to remember the colour code and correctly recognise an
animal?

Research has determined that lethal control (culling ) causes pack disintegration which can lead

to aggressive and dangerous behaviour,[2] but you continue to employ your strategy of seek and destroy
after every incident involving a tourist, regardless of the circumstances. Scientific studies consider culling as
neither acceptable or desirable for the long time survival of the species.[2]

Research has also proven that hazing causes animals to become more aggressive towards humans - hazing
and aversive conditioning can essentially lower the animails tolerance of humans within their territory,
especially in a contained habitat like Fraser Island where human contact is inevitable, but this cruel and
inhumane practice continues.[3]

Electric collars are another issue of great concern, apart from the acute pain and fear the animal
experiences, it can have a negative affect on the their health, well-being and overall survival and cause
abnormal behaviour, such as aggression fowards humans,and what happens when a collar becomes
defective? The result can be severe burns causing serious physical injury, is this acceptable? [4]

These strategies are seemingly at odds with the governments principle of regarding dingoes as wild native
animals and interfering with them as little as possible. The fact is too much emphasis is being placed on
dingo control and management and not enough on tourism control and management.

DERM continue to employ these archaic and ineffective practices and by not considering the social stability
of this keystone species they are jeopardizing the long term conservation of the Fraser Island dingo. DERM's
constant "interfering” has changed the nature of these once shy and timid animals and it is time your
government took responsibility and stop blaming the public, visitors and residents for problems your policies
have caused.

We call upon you to immediately conduct a review of the current Fraser Island Dingo Management Strategy
and that this review be conducted by independent scientists, researchers and stakeholders.
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The latest scientific research in Australia is available to you as demonstrated in the 75 submissions submitted to
your department, but you have failed to utilise this infformation.

You continue to destroy the Butchulla peoples totem and ignore their heritage and knowledge and in so doing

will ultimately cause the extinction of the last pure strain of dingo in Australia..

We call upon you to reply to this letter within fourteen days, failing which we shall proceed further with all and
any remedies available at law to preserve the future of the Fraser Island dingo.

SAVE FRASER ISLAND DINGOES INC. (SFID)
Ph: (07) 4124 1979

Email: mkrail@bigpond.net.au
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