Addresses removed from original sent.

Dear Commissioner Hahn.





22/2/15.
I am making contact with you as a follow-up to the correspondence dated 19th February 2015 from Mr Keith Taylor – Green Party MEP for South East England UK; who is also Vice President of the European Parliament’s Intergroup on Animal Welfare. 

My name is Mark Johnson, and I am the founder of an English, UK animal welfare NGO named ‘Serbian Animals Voice’ (SAV)  http://serbiananimalsvoice.com/  . Our main campaigning is based around the issue of stray animal welfare within the Republic of Serbia.  SAV is based in Kent County, England. I personally am an Englishman, and as such am an existing EU citizen. Therefore, as both any existing EU citizen, and also the founder of an animal welfare NGO which is involved with Serbia, I trust that you, as an EU Commissioner, will consider the data that I'm providing and the requests which I make.

As Mr Taylor MEP correctly informs in his letter to you, both Serbia and Bosnia-Herzegovina are currently potential candidates for EU accession. As an EU Commissioner, you are no doubt fully aware that these; or any nations seeking accession need to be clearly showing the fundamental EU principle of enforcement of the ‘rule of law’ as part of their membership requirements. Serbia currently fails drastically to enforce what are in effect, very good animal welfare laws. As a result of the current non-enforcement of its own national laws on animal welfare, I and many international supporters of SAV; which can be viewed on our ‘Clustrmap’ –

(  http://www4.clustrmaps.com/counter/maps.php?user=9b44b4e0 ) consider that Serbia should currently not be granted EU accession until it fully and completely undertakes implementation of existing Serbian throughout the whole of Serbia regarding the issues of all animals and their welfare.

Naturally, I cannot make these claims without presenting you with a fraction of the evidence that is held within SAV. Here for example, are a few links concentrating specifically on the issue of animal fighting in Serbia; where wild animals such as foxes are baited within enclosures by fighting dogs specifically bred by their owners to be aggressive. Both the dogs and the foxes suffer as a result of these organised fights, which as an animal welfare organisation, we find abhorrent, as well as being illegal under existing Serbian legislation. Fights such as these in the following links are common within Serbia, especially as the laws preventing such are not currently enforced by the police and / or the regional authorities.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OmAljUem_8g   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAPAzp8E6S0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCIFzA-mK4o  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mE9l-cm64hU  

Like myself, if you too are disgusted by what is shown in the above; which I hope you are, then in your position as EU Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy; which involves responsibility for Serbian EU accession, it needs to be made absolutely clear to the Serbian government, police and regional authorities prior to any EU membership, that what is seen in these videos is exactly what the EU does not wish to be represented by. As such, events such as these, wherever they take place within Serbia, need to be completely outlawed and those involved in the organisation of any such events need to face the full force of existing Serbian animal welfare legislation; which would result in their prosecution.

What is seen in the above videos is clear and utter animal abuse; there are no other words to describe it. Causing animal suffering such as this is not a future existing requirement of good citizens of the EU.  If Serbia wishes to continue flouting its own legislation and continuing with fights as shown above, then it can be simply stated that Serbia is not wanted within the European Union.  The EU should be attempting to bring Serbia up to the welfare standards of the EU; not have the EU sink to the abusive standards seen currently within much of Serbia.  Failure to enforce these actions can only do the EU irreparable damage – something which is a common ‘thread’ left by supporters to the SAV site.
As Serbia is currently seeking EU accession via your Commission; I can only ask that in your position as Commissioner, you will please make a complete and full representation of the failures of current Serbian animal welfare legislation to the Serbian government, regional authorities, and the police.  In undertaking this, you will personally be supporting the excellent animal welfare supportive views of the people of the EU. If Serbia wishes to obtain EU accession, then Serbia needs to completely clean up and revamp its actions on many issues, with one of those issues being animal welfare legislation enforcement.  We do not want another Romania; where accession is permitted before the country is sorted out; thus allowing corruption and abuse to filter into the EU via its doors.  
You have a chance with Serbia to act in advance of EU membership; don’t fail the people of the EU – act now.
To further provide evidence to support my presentation, I provide you below with photographs showing the situation in which animals have recently been kept on farms within Serbia. As a follow-up to obtaining these photographs, I made direct contact with other animal welfare friends at ‘Compassion In World Farming’ (CIWF)  http://www.ciwf.org.uk/  , one of Europe's leading farm animal welfare organisations, who are also based in England.
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CIWF kindly reviewed the photographs provided by SAV, as well as several others; and consequently issued me (by Phil Brooke - Welfare Development Manager )with the following statement – this being a statement from an existing EU animal welfare organisation about existing EU animal welfare standards and how Serbia does not comply:
CIWF Statement:
It is clear from the photographs (above) that these cattle are being kept in squalid, filthy, unhealthy and completely unacceptable conditions. The cattle in the pictures shown are standing in water contaminated with excrement. The matted nature of their coats shows that they are unable to keep clean and have clearly been in these conditions for some time.

Cattle need a comfortable, clean and well-drained area to lie down, receive adequate rest and remain healthy. The squalid conditions these cattle are being kept in plainly fail to meet basic welfare or hygiene standards as laid down by Council of Europe Convention and EU Directive which require that animals are prevented avoidable suffering and kept in conditions which avoid risks to their health.

It is clear beyond doubt that what is shown in these photographs does not comply with existing EU legislation, and consequently would impact Serbian accession to the EU. In the event of Serbia’s accession, these photographs could form the basis of a formal complaint to be made to the Legal Affairs Dept of the EU associated with animal welfare.
Phil Brooke;
Welfare Development Manager – Compassion in World Farming

COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 98/58/EC of 20 July 1998 concerning the protection of animals kept for farming purposes

Article 3
Member States shall make provision to ensure that the owners or keepers take all reasonable steps to ensure the welfare of animals under their care and to ensure that those animals are not caused any unnecessary pain, suffering or injury.
From the Annex:

Animals not kept in buildings
12. Animals not kept in buildings shall where necessary and possible be given protection from adverse weather conditions, predators and risks to their health.
Ref: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/1998/l_221/l_22119980808en00230027.pdf 
Council of Europe Convention covering the Protection of Animals Kept for Farming Purposes state, amongst other things:

Article 9 
1. Animals should be maintained in a clean condition. 
2. Those parts of the accommodation with which the animals come into contact should be thoroughly cleansed, and where appropriate, disinfected, every time the accommodation has been emptied and before new animals are brought in. While the accommodation is occupied by the animals, the interior surfaces and all equipment therein shall be kept satisfactorily clean.
Ref: http://www.coe.int/t/e/legal_affairs/legal_co-operation/biological_safety,_use_of_animals/Farming/Rec%20cattle%20E.asp#TopOfPage 
Here is yet another example of dead farm animals simply being dumped alongside roadways.  We consider that one reason for this could be that the animals died of disease.  Leaving dead animals in open conditions such as that shown simply acts as a ‘food magnet’ for stray animals requiring food.
http://serbiananimalsvoice.com/2011/12/11/serbia-dead-farm-animal-bodies-just-dumped-near-the-highway-a-perfect-food-source-for-stray-animals-a-perfect-method-of-spreading-disease-and-a-perfect-way-for-corrupt-politicians-to-keep-catchin/   refers:
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I consider that all the above links and photographs prove without doubt that Serbia has a lot to do to enforce animal welfare regulations within its borders – or as the EU would say to any future accession state – ‘to enforce the rule of law’; to even bring it up to the standards shown in many existing EU member states.
We have recently provided other animal welfare evidence failings within Serbia to Ms Myrain Ferran – Head of Serbian accession at your Commission; as well as writing to the EU Ambassador for Serbia, Mr. Davenport; who has never even had the decency to  even acknowledge our letters on at least 6 different occasions in recent months.  This lack of interest by the EU Serbian Ambassador hardly fills us with confidence that the EU is taking the issue of any animal welfare improvements within Serbia seriously !!

Commissioner Hahn; I have now presented information on the current Serbian animal welfare situation to you.  Everything is openly available to the public on our site - http://serbiananimalsvoice.com/  - we do not and will not hide anything.  But we do expect our views to be listed to and acted on by those in authority within the EU.

Just like Ambassador Davenport, you can also ignore what we supply; but we hope that you will act more favorably and will at the very least consider our data and the requests as presented to us by existing and concerned EU citizens; that you will communicate with Ambassador Davenport and Ms Ferran accordingly to ensure that Serbia takes positive actions for animals well in advance of it becoming an EU member state.
As I have stated before – we do not want another situation like Romania post EU accession.

You have the chance to act in advance for Serbian animals pre EU accession – please do it !

Thank you for your valuable time Sir and for considering the evidence that I have presented to you.

Yours sincerely;

Mark Johnson

Founder – ‘Serbian Animals Voice’

Kent, England UK.  An existing EU citizen.
Please note this letter is being sent by e mail and also by post (snail mail) – obviously the e mail version is best for reviewing all computer links provided.

Please note this communication will be posted on the SAV site as our submission to the EU, along with that of Mr Taylor MEP; for all international visitors to review.
It will also be supplied to Ms Ferran and EU Ambassador Davenport; with the hope that he may now finally make correspondence with us.

Copies will also be provided to other EU MEP’s as necessary in the future. 
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