Dear Mr. Valetta;
Regarding our telephone conversation on 5/4/16 on live animal exports, I am writing specifically to you, as your position in the DG for Health and Food Safety which include responsibilities for animal health and animal welfare.

From our conversation, it appears you have not seen the video footage from ‘Eyes on Animals’ (NL), and so I now trust (as you declared to me) you will review the evidence I provide to you and will inform me of any improvements or changes which are going to be made to the current system.
The situation for many years regarding the transport of live (EU) animals to the non EU ‘third country’ of Turkey is nothing but a complete and utter failure of the EU regulatory ‘system’; and shows the EU and its member states / Commissions, as being totally unable to perform their basic responsibilities and tasks which they should – ie enforcement of Regulation 1/2005 on the protection of animal during transport.
EU Regulation 1/2005 of 22nd December 2004 on the ‘Protection of Animals During Transport’ means absolutely nothing for all the EU animals which are exported to Turkey.  Over the 5 year period of 2010 to 2015, Netherlands based ‘Eyes on Animals’ undertook no less than 93 days of inspecting livestock transporters heading from the EU into Turkey carrying live animals at the border zone of Kapikule.
They witnessed during this time no less than 480 livestock transporters; of which they inspected 352.  In all cases, the requirements of Regulation 1/2005 associated with transport, feeding, watering and rest were breached.  This is recorded in the abhorrent video produced by Eyes on Animals, which can be seen via the following link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udReHkAumrY&feature=youtu.be  

This is a video which the EU should be very ashamed of.

As the DG for Health and Food Safety (which includes animal welfare) appear to do very little to enforce the EU Regulations which you are responsible for enforcing, it has now been decided to establish a formal petition which is directed at Commissioner Mr. Vytenis Andriukaitis – and subsequently yourself; regarding the specific issue of live EU animals being exported to Turkey; including their documented suffering.
A copy of the petition can be viewed at:

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/763/168/053/eu-commissioners-fail-live-animals-transported-to-turkey./?taf_id=22743166&cid=email_na  
- please not that petition still continues to operate, as it is very new. At the same time it has already collected signatures from citizens of every member state of the EU; as well as many other international citizens who are utterly disgusted by what they see.

The failures of your Commission to enforce EU Regulation 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport is a complete and utter embarrassment for the EU as a whole.  One initially would agree that it is down to individual member states (ie. those exporting) to enforce the rules of the EU, but for this they are obviously not capable.  Therefore, the DG for Health and Food Safety, which is in a position at the ‘top of the pyramid’, should thus be making member states enforce the regulations, or alternatively, prosecuting and removing export licenses from these states as a result.  As an EU citizen, one has to ask, what is the point of EU Regulations when member states and Commissions such as the DG for Health and Food Safety fail to enforce them ? – does the Commission have the same negative attitude to enforcement when it comes to EU citizen health and food safety regulations ?
 One could therefore argue that EU ‘regulations’ nothing more than weasel words which look very good on the europa web site to the overseas outsider; when in fact and in reality, their enforcement does not exist and means absolutely nothing !

Given the evidence provided in the video, your Commission should immediately stop the export of live animals from the EU into Turkey from all member states who are not enforcing the regulations.  You should also be prosecuting as necessary.  As the representative for animal welfare in the EU Commission responsible for enforcing so called ‘animal welfare’, you have a direct responsibility to enforce the requirements of Regulation 1/2005 right up until the animals are unloaded at destination in any third country; this case within Turkey.  From the video evidence it is clear that the reality is, your Commission is doing nothing, and some member states are doing nothing.  In this case you need to be hard; remove export licenses from such states and prosecute – hard and often, as many times as is shown in the video evidence.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udReHkAumrY&feature=youtu.be  

So what we ask now is your Commission going to do to amend the situation for animals in transport from the EU to non EU nations ? – I would be very keen to hear your proposals as I am keeping my global audience informed of your actions; or lack of, on my site which can be found at http://serbiananimalsvoice.com/  

The current situation regarding live animal exports is a complete and utter shambles for which your Commission should bow its head in utter shame.  Sentient creatures, animals; are suffering terribly on these long road journeys and you appear to be doing very little, if anything to make their ‘welfare’ and better.  Are you therefore condoning animal suffering ?  - your lack of action to prevent it makes one think you possibly are.

Please inform me what, if any changes you are going to make regarding live animals exported from the EU to Turkey, with the hope that you can regain a small amount of credibility which you have currently totally lost due to your lack of enforcement of EU Regulations for animals in transport.  I agree that initially it is the position of member states to enforce the rules; but thereafter we rely on the Commissions to take actions as necessary against member states when they do not enforce the rules.

I have no respect for the DG Health and Food Safety Commission – you appear to ‘talk the talk’ whilst in reality, you do nothing to enforce existing EU regulations with existing member states when it comes to live animal exports.  If I am wrong with what I say, then prove it ! – show me all these prosecutions and actions that you are taking against member states.  More importantly, show me the results – what has happened as a result ?

You can only attempt to gain some respect by hard and drastic actions, but only if you make enforceable actions to protect animals in transport.  Otherwise, I can ensure that your Commission will continue to be shown for what it appears to be; the Commission that talks the talk about regulation enforcement; whilst the reality is, it does nothing.

Yours truly, Mark Johnson

Founder ‘Serbian Animals Voice’

Kent

England

United Kingdom
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